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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 15 
November 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 33 is objected to because of the following informalities: The final limitation 
recites "a second recorded configured..." The Examiner believes the limitation should 
read -a second recorder configured — , and will be analyzed and discussed under that 
belief. Appropriate correction is required. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 1 November 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

In re page 9, Applicant's Representative states: "In fact, Parulski teaches away 
from using 'sequence information' in 'the first management information/... Parulski, 
column 6, lines 46-51." 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. In the cited passage, Parulski is explaining 
an alternative to his invention in a separate application. He is explicitly NOT stating that 
such a selection process is part of his invention. This fact is clear when reading the first 
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two sentences of the paragraph containing the cited passage: "In other applications, 
such as a public display in a museum or trade show, simplified controls for members of 
the public or audience passing by are provided. An example of such a simplified 
control is described in a co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 695,149, filed 
May 3, 1991 , entitled 7\ Selector for A Display Device* by J. Weldy, assigned to the 
assignee of the present invention and the disclosure of which is herein incorporated." 
Emphasis added. Indeed, in the following paragraph, Parulski discloses that his 
invention is one where a sequence of images is shown in conjunction with an audio 
presentation: "In accordance with the invention, the image and audio data files are 
associated with each other in a presentation sequences file..." Clearly, it is apparent to 
one of skill in the art that Parulski is not disclosing as his invention a system whereby a 
user can select a single image for presentation or review, as alleged by the Applicant's 
Representative. 

In re page 10, Applicant's Representative states: "Parulski is silent on 'the 
second management information includes numeral information describing a number 
status of the still images/ as recited in claim 29." 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Parulski explicitly discloses number status 
of the still images in Col 7, lines 13-32, and as analyzed and discussed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 29-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Parulski (5,555,098). 

Regarding claim 29 and 31-34, Parulski discloses a method and apparatus for 
recording, method of reproducing, and information storage medium, for storing audio 
information and image information comprising: 

• a data area configured to store the audio information and the image 
information (Col 5, lines 10-1 1 "The controller 6 programs the digitized audio 
messages and images as audio and image data files on the disc 4") and; 

• a management area configured to store management information of the audio 
information and the image information (Col 6, lines 52-55 "In accordance with 
the invention, the image and audio data files are associated with each other in 
a presentation sequences file located either on the disc 4 or in the EEPROM 
memory module 29"), the management information including first 
management information and second management information (Col 6, lines 
61-64 "conveying desired information includes displaying a sequence of 
images, and playing back a corresponding sequence of messages" and Col 7, 
lines 23-26 "For example, the Program #1 address stored in location 1 12 of 
the presentation sequences file contains the address of location 122, which 
stores the disc image number of the first image for Program #1"), wherein 

o the first management information includes sequence information 
regarding a display sequence of still images of the image information 
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and timing information regarding a display timing of the still images 
(Col 6, lines 61-64 "conveying desired information includes displaying 
a sequence of images, and playing back a corresponding sequence of 
messages" and Col 27-29 "the controller 26 maintains the image on 
the display 20 for the length of time required for completing the audio 
message"), 

o the second management information includes numeral information 
describing a number status of the still images (Col 7, lines 23-26 "For 
example, the Program #1 address stored in location 112 of the 
presentation sequences file contains the address of location 122, 
which stores the disc image number of the first image for Program 
#1"), 

o the management information of the image information includes plural 
sets of management information items (Col 7, lines 33-34 "The 
presentation sequence section 160 contains a multiplicity of sequences 
such as sequence 120 and sequence 140. In particular, there is one 
sequence for each of the Programs listed in the pointer table 110"), 
and 

o each set of the management information is configured to contain said 
numeral information (Col 7, lines 28-31 "Likewise, the Program #8 
address stored in location 116 of the presentation sequences file 
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contains the address of location 142, which stores the disc image 
number of the first image for Program #8"). 

Regarding claim 30, Parulski discloses an information storage medium for 
storing audio and image information wherein the management information provides a 
functionality with respect to the audio or image information such that when processed 
by a medium access device or apparatus, the audio or image information is managed 
and processed according to the management information (Col 6, line 61 - Col 7, line 1 
"Depending on the application, conveying desired information includes displaying a 
sequence of images, and playing back a corresponding sequence of messages. 
Preferably, a user should be able to view a sequence of images by pushing a single 
button once. The user is given a choice of several buttons, each one corresponding to a 
different sequence of images and audio messages"). 

Regarding claim 31, please see Examiner's remarks regarding claim 29. 

Further regarding claim 31, Parulski discloses: 

• recording at least one of the audio and image information on the data area 
(Col 5, lines 10-1 1 "The controller 6 programs the digitized audio messages 
and images as audio and image data files on the disc 4"); and 

• recording management information of the audio information on the 
management area (Col 6, lines 52-55 "In accordance with the invention, the 
image and audio data files are associated with each other in a presentation 
sequences file located either on the disc 4 or in the EEPROM memory 
module 29"). 
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Regarding claim 33, please see Examiner's remarks regarding claim 29. 
Further regarding claim 33, Parulski discloses: 

• an audio encoder configured to encode an audio input to generate encoded 
audio information (Col 5, lines 7-9 "If the audio messages on the tape are 
analog, then suitable A/D conversion is made"); 

• a first recorder configured to record at least one of the encoded audio 
information and the image information on the data area (Col 5, lines 10-1 1 
"The controller 6 programs the digitized audio messages and images as audio 
and image data files on the disc 4"); and 

• a second recorder configured to record the management information on the 
management area (Col 6, lines 52-55 "In accordance with the invention, the 
image and audio data files are associated with each other in a presentation 
sequences file located either on the disc 4 or in the EEPROM memory 
module 29"). 

Further regarding claim 34, Parulski discloses: 

• a first reproducer configured to reproduce the management information of the 
audio information from the management area (Col 5, lines 63-67 The CD 
player preferably includes a disc reader 28, having a laser pickup movable 
across the face of the disc 4 (e.g., radially) for scanning a desired portion of 
the face of the disc 4 to read information from a desired address"); 

• a second reproducer configured to reproduce at least one of the audio 
information and the image information from the data area (Col 6, lines 8-10 
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"Image and audio data files read from the disc 4 are provided to a deformatter 
30, which strips off headers or other overhead from the files which were 
read"); 

• an audio decoder configured to decode the audio information reproduced by 
the second reproducer (Col 6, lines 13-15 "The pixel information and audio 
samples are, respectively, written into an image memory 32 and an audio D-A 
converter 34"); and 

• an image decoder configured to decode the image information reproduced by 
the second reproducer (Col 6, lines 19-21 "Interface components for 
converting the digital image into an analog video format appropriate for the 
display 20 are included within video D-A converter 33"). 

Regarding claim 35, Parulski discloses an apparatus for reproducing audio and 
image information comprising an image display section configured to display contents of 
the image information decoded by the image decoder (Col 6, lines 19-21 "Interface 
components for converting the digital image into an analog video format appropriate for 
the display 20 are included within video D-A converter 33"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Parulski. 

Regarding claim 36, please see Examiner's remarks regarding claim 29. 

Further regarding claim 26, Parulski discloses the use of a semiconductor 
memory for management information (Col 6, lines 53-56 "the image and audio data files 
are associated with each other in a presentation sequences file located either on the 
disc 4 or in the EEPROM memory module 29"), but does not specifically disclose using 
such memory for storage of audio and image data as well, noting that the compact disc 
was used because of its storage capacity (Col 6, lines 59-61 "A storage medium such 
as a digital compact disc has a storage capacity large enough to include many images 
and audio messages"). 

The Examiner takes official notice that the use of semiconductor memory for 
storage of audio and image data is widely known and commercially available, 
particularly in the case of USB flash memories, providing the user with a convenient 
means of transporting and distributing large amounts of data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Parulski in order to include semiconductor memory as a 
storage device for audio and image data. 

Regarding claim 37, please see Examiner's remarks regarding claim 31 . 

Regarding claim 38, please see Examiner's remarks regarding claim 34. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Fletcher whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7377. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:45-5:45 M-Th, first Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571 ) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JAF 

November 27, 2006 
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